
PORT ROYAL 
VIRGINIA 

 

A Walking/Driving Tour of a “Hidden Village” 

 

The will of Robert Smith, September 21, 1742, provided 60 acres for a town near 
Roy’s Warehouse. The land was surveyed by Robert Brooke, Surveyor of Caroline 
County, with 84 one-half acre lots, each being 10 poles long and eight poles broad. 
Seven streets were laid out, being four poles wide, with Frederick Street being 
three poles wide. A petition to create the town of Port Royal was presented to the 
House of Burgesses on September 21, 1744. The petition received its third and 
final reading on October 4, 1744, and received the assent of Governor William 
Gooch on October 25. Port Royal was born. 

We hope your enjoy your visit to our Hidden Village! 
 

Please contact Jim Heimbach at jh@jheimbach.com with comments, questions, or suggestions for 
improvement of this tour.



 

1. Dorothy Roy Chimneys 
Dorothy Roy was the only woman in the 
American colonies to have a franchise for a 
tobacco warehouse in her name. These 
chimneys are all that remains of her house, 
and nothing at all remains of the warehouse 
that once stood immediately behind it. The 
warehouse was originally chartered by John 
Buckner in 1673 and passed to John Roy, 
who passed it to his wife upon his death. The 
town of Port Royal grew around the Roy 
tobacco warehouse. 

 

2. Old Town Cemetery 
Includes the tombstone of an 8-year-old boy: 

Under this humble stone a youth doth lie 
‘Most too good to live, too young to die; 
Count his few years, how short the scanty span! 
But count his virtues, and he died a man. 
Sacred to the Memory of Younger, 
The Son of William & Anne Fox 
of Port Royal, Who was born the 
10th of September 1754 and dyed 
the 25th of May 1763. 

NOTE:  Please follow the marked walking trail 
and do not walk across cultivated fields.  

3. Care/Holloway House (c. 1770) 
This house was built by Andrew Leckie, a 
Scottish immigrant, and his wife Alice, and 
served as the “Port Royal New Tavern.” It 
later became a retail store. John Hipkins, a 
prosperous merchant and land speculator, 
and his wife Elizabeth bought the structure in 
1784 and converted it into this spacious 
home. William and Margaret Care bought the 
house in 1825, and Frances Brockenbrough 
Holloway lived all of her 92 years in the 
house, beginning in 1878. 

 



4. Bowie House (1740) 
One of the town’s oldest structures, if not the 
oldest, this one-and-a-half story house was built 
by James Bowie, who operated a ferry crossing 
the Rappahannock to Port Convay. The house sits 
on a high bluff overlooking the river. The house 
is sited into the slope, producing a full two-story 
elevation on the southeast face. The interior 
foundation of the house contains large sandstone 
boulders thought to have come by barge from 
Aquia Harbor on the Potomac. 

 

5. Port Royal Harbor 
The town of Port Royal grew up around a ferry 
and tobacco warehouse. The deep water channel 
is about three-fourths of the way across the river, 
and so there was a long wharf reaching out to 
deep water. After the Battle of the Wilderness, 
the Union army established Port Royal as the 
primary depot for supplies and built a floating 
wharf to replace the destroyed permanent 
structure. The town continued to be served by 
regular steamboat service until 1938, although 
the railroads had long since caused Port Royal to 
lose its function as a major commercial port.  

6. Hord House (1819) 
A single-story frame dwelling was erected by 
Stafford and Sarah Parker; the original house 
has been increased over many years to the 
present two-and-a-half stories with additions. 
Robert Hord acquired the property in 1834 
and sold it to Nathaniel Philip Pendleton and 
Ann Madison Pendleton in 1840. The 
Pendletons and their descendants occupied 
the house until 1934. 
 

 



7. Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church (1835) 
When the town of Port Royal was platted in 
1744, it was in the English colonial parish of St. 
Mary’s, formed in 1677. St. Peter’s was built in 
Gothic/Greek Revival style in 1835, but was 
nearly destroyed by a fire on Christmas night in 
1849. The church was rebuilt the next year and 
received a tracker-action pipe organ that is still in 
use. The belfry was struck by lightning in 1868; 
since funds were lacking to replace it, the 
members of the congregation built a campanile in 
the churchyard to hold the bell, a “Black 
Meneely” cast in Troy, NY, in the late 1840s. 

 

8. Rectory (1740-45 and c. 1840) 
The first recorded owner of the property was 
William Fox, a sea captain who also operated a 
tavern located a few blocks away. The older part 
of the house (closer to the river) has hand-hewn 
beams with Roman numerals in the cellar. Most 
of the window panes are original. The structure 
was used as a private home both before and after 
its 1840 expansion, but was purchased by St. 
Peter’s church in 1876 for use as a home for the 
rector and a parish house for the congregation. 
The broken millstone porch steps were taken 
from the Brockenbrough-Peyton House (No. 18). 

 

9. Riverview (1846) 
Built by John Bernard Lightfoot on the 
foundations of a 1757 structure, the house was 
damaged by shelling from Union gunboats during 
the Civil War. In 1865, John Wilkes Booth, 
fleeing after the assassination of Abraham 
Lincoln, crossed the Rappahannock and landed 
here. Invited in, he declined and pressed on to the 
Brockenbrough-Peyton House (#18). In 1895 the 
house was bought by Sallie Tompkins, the 
“Nurse of the Confederacy” and only female 
commissioned officer during the Civil War, who 
lived here until 1906. 

 



10. Townfield (1745-50, 1790 and 1837) 
The original one-and-a-half story Georgian 
central-passage dwelling was built by Robert 
Gilchrist, a wealthy merchant and 
businessman who also added a new wing 
with a dining room and projecting pavilion 
just before his death in 1790. The home 
acquired the name “Townfield” in the mid-
nineteenth century. The two-story Federal-
style wing was added in 1837 at a right angle 
to the older structure. Members of the 
Gilchrist family, as well as some Lightfoot 
family members, are buried in a small 
cemetery on the property.  

11. Pearson House (c. 1775) 
The first structure on this property was in 
place before 1787, when ownership was 
listed in the name of Phoebe Cummings. 
John and Elizabeth Pearson bought the 
property in 1804 and completed the present 
structure. The right front (northwest) section 
is the oldest part of the house and may date 
from c. 1775, with the remainder of the front 
added later and the rear still later. 

 

12. Timberlake (oldest part 1750) 
This spacious house began as a small cottage 
and was expanded many times over the years 
to fifteen rooms. The first owner was S. 
Major, who built a one-and-a-half story 
dwelling (the part of the building closest to 
the corner), but soon added a wing as a 
kitchen.  A larger two-story wing added in 
the late 1800s is the largest part of the 
present structure. 

 



13. Johnston House (c. 1750) 
Robert Johnston, who built the original part 
of this house, was a prosperous Port Royal 
merchant. An addition was constructed soon 
after Robert’s death in 1780. In the late 
1800s, the house was occupied by William 
Bowie Quesenberry and his wife Emily. 
William was the Port Royal postmaster from 
1885 until he died two years later. He was 
succeeded by his wife, who served as post-
mistress until 1912. During that period the 
house was used as the town’s post office 

 

14. Fox Tavern (c. 1767) 
Although the present structure was not built 
until 1767, William Fox, a Port Royal sea 
captain, received a license to operate a tavern 
in his home in 1755. The tavern was often 
visited by George Washington and Thomas 
Jefferson and the receipts recording their 
stays are still extant. In 1795, the tavern was 
doing well and was advertised as having “a 
new building with an elegant billiard table.” 
It was bought by John G. Cattlet in 1816 and 
converted into a private residence.  

15. Masonic Building (1852) 
This was actually a multi-purpose structure. 
The ground floor served as an academy, the 
Port Royal town hall, and finally a general 
store, while the second floor was the home of 
the Kilwinning Crosse Masonic Lodge, 
which was chartered in 1754—the second 
oldest in the country. 

 



16. Dally House (1850) 
The records pertaining to this pre-Civil War 
home are lost and little is known of its 
history. Of interest is its yard and garden, 
which are laid out and planted in a style 
typical of the post-Colonial period in 
Virginia. The strict rectilinear arrangements 
of brick-edged walkways, and the use of 
geometric topiary, are to be seen in the 
gardens behind many of the houses in 
Williamsburg and other towns recreating this 
period of American history. 

 

17. Catlett House (1760) 
The first recorded owner of this property was 
William Buckner. The site remained in the 
Buckner family until 1805, at which time the 
property was listed in William Buckner’s 
estate. Ownership is obscure until 1874, 
when the property was owned by William 
Hamilton Carter. In 1924, the home was 
acquired by Robert B. Parish, who operated a 
print shop next door (No. 19). 

 

18. Brockenbrough-Peyton House (1761) 
This structure was long regarded as the finest 
mansion in Port Royal. It was once owned by 
Champ Brockenbrough, but had been bought 
by the Peyton family before 1865, when John 
Wilkes Booth and David Herold arrived 
seeking lodging. After serving them tea, 
Sarah Jane Peyton decided not to allow them 
to spend the night and suggested instead that 
they try the farm of Richard Garrett, about 
two miles south of Port Royal. 

 



19. Farish Printing (c. 1750) 
This building is believed to have been built 
as a tavern. (Taverns were plentiful in 
colonial days, and over 90 tavern licenses 
were issued in Port Royal alone.) This 
identification is uncertain, however, and it 
may have been a store. Converted into a print 
shop by Robert B. Farish in 1929, the 
windows on either side of the main door 
were enlarged at that time to provide 
additional lighting. The print shop was still 
operating into the 1980s.  

20. Murray House (c. 1750) 
There is no record of the identity of the 
builder of this house; the earliest ownership 
records list John Murray as the owner 
between 1787 and 1800.  In the late 19th 
century the Peyton School for black children 
shared the lot with the still-existing structure; 
the Peyton School was moved to another 
location in 1909 and was thereafter known as 
the Jackson School. 

 

21. Doctor’s Office (c. 1851) 
The current site of this small building is the 
town green, which at the chartering of the 
town in 1744 was forever reserved “for 
public and civic use.” The original site of the 
building was on the south side of Water 
Street, where it served as the office of the 
owner of Timberlake (No. 12). It has been 
heavily restored and is destined to serve as a 
Port Royal visitors’ center.  

22. Tennant House (c. 1760) 
This one-and-a half story house, with two 
rooms on the second level, was first owned 
by G.W. Tennant, a Port Royal doctor. The 
house was constructed in two phases; the 
section nearer the corner is the older part. 
When Dr. Tennant was chosen to quarantine 
sailors suspected of harboring smallpox, one 
room of this home became Caroline County’s 
first hospital. The Tennant family remained 
in possession of the house until they sold it to 
a Baltimore merchant in 1847 for $500.   



23. Sacred Ground (site of Port Royal 
Church, c. 1817) 
The lot on which this church was located was 
originally owned by the Tennant family. The 
first known church in Port Royal, a brick 
structure built before 1820 an used for inter-
denominational worship, was virtually 
destroyed in a violent storm in 1880. Three 
years later it was replaced with a wood-frame 
building, which served as a Methodist church 
and later a Baptist Sunday School until 1944. 
Then decrepit, it was demolished in 1977.  

24. Port Royal School 
An advertisement dated December 28, 1774, 
asked for “A person who can come well 
recommended, willing to undertake the 
Education of Children of both Sexes.” The 
present building is much later. Built in 1924 
by Port Royal African Americans for their 
primary children and in use until 1959, it was 
the third African-American school in Port 
Royal (see site No. 20). Today, groups of 
fourth graders from nearby schools come 
each fall and spring to attend classes and 
learn about schools of long ago.  

 



Port Royal Walking/Driving Tour Map 
 

 
Please use caution when crossing Main Street (U.S. Route 301)! 


